
Green Infrastructure - Project 
15206

Project 15206 is a collaborative effort that includes 
community, government, academic, and philanthropic 
leaders to implement green infrastructure projects in 2014-
2015 throughout the City of Pittsburgh’s 15206 zip code.  
The goal of the project is to use green infrastructure to 
improve water quality by reducing stormwater that flows 
into our region’s combined sewer system.  The effort 
will help prevent flash flooding, remove pollutants from 
the traditional rain water conveyance process, reduce 
future costs for ratepayers to maintain traditional “gray 
infrastructure,” identify regulatory issues and curriculum 
development, and function as a community educational 
tool on stormwater management and the need for a 
stormwater utility fee.  

Project 15206 activities include a subsidized, residential 
rain container initiative, wetland construction, rain gardens, 
bioswales, tree plantings, in addition to other small and 
large scale green infrastructure installations and a public 
policy component to help with local ordinances and other 
policy considerations.  Highlights include:

• Identification, design, installation, monitoring, 
and evaluation of ten high yield, high impact sites 
for green infrastructure installations;  these sites 
will mitigate well over 6,000,000 gallons per year

• Installation of the residential Rain Container 
Initiative, in which area residents signed up 
for a heavily discounted or free rain container; 
the current target is 400 rain containers at 116 
gallons each;  as of January 16, 2015 a total of 
326 barrels have been installed; the goal is to 
complete the project before the end of January 
2015, weather-permitting

• The Tree Bioswale Initiative aims to plant as many 
as 100 trees in low-canopy areas of the 15206 
zip code, in addition to installing stormwater 
curb extensions near the corner of Lincoln and 
Frankstown Avenues; this project is currently 
in cooperation with Pittsburgh’s City Forester 
and the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy; 

designs have been completed and construction 
is expected to start in spring of 2015

• Input into public policy and ordinance  
development 

We partnered with State Senator James Ferlo and 
Pittsburgh Community Services on community outreach for 
the rain containers, the identification of high impact sites, 
and policy recommendations. Each effort was supported 
with a committee of interested and relevant stakeholders 
of community representatives, non-profits, government 
representatives, and industry representatives.  Funding 
included numerous sources including local government, 
foundations, and others.
To date, the rain containers have been installed, and 
design and implementation have been put in place for 
the first site, a high impact, iconic site.  Design work 
and scheduling continues for the remaining sites. Policy 
recommendations on site selection and rain container 
installation have been submitted to the City of Pittsburgh, 
Curriculum for Public Works Employees on green 
infrastructure maintenance has been developed with 
training beginning in the spring.

At Work

Lisa Kunst Vavro, RLA, ASLA
Sustainable Environments Manager
Environment & Horticulture
The Penn State Center
Liberty Center
1001 Liberty Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412-263-1000
www.PennStateCenter.com
lkv10@psu.edu

For more information about this project, please 
contact:


