
Field of Greens Community 
Garden: Creating Food Production 
Opportunities for Refugee Families

Managed by University of Maryland Extension (UME), Field 
of Greens Community Garden is located behind the Center 
for Educational Partnership(CEP) in Riverdale, MD. In June 
2013, UME was awarded a Community Impact Grant from 
the Redevelopment Authority of Prince George’s County to 
transform an abandoned parcel of land into a neighborhood 
garden for a primary audience of refugee families, middle 
school students, and other neighborhood residents. The first 
year of this project included developing twenty 150 square 
foot plots for local individuals and families, a youth garden 
area, a pergola structure for meetings and workshops, and a 
communal edible forest. 
Led by UME, partners involved in the establishment of 
this community garden were the Neighborhood Design 
Center, AmeriCorps VISTA through the Greater Homewood 
Community Corporation, and the refugee agencies partnering 
with the Suburban Washington Resettlement Center. The 
project mission was to increase community participation, the 
amount of food available to urban residents, social capital, 
and to improve the health of the community and Prince 
George’s County. This garden also provided an opportunity 
to introduce sustainable urban agriculture practices and 
solidify some cultural practices brought to the area by the 
refugee families involving food production.
Prince George’s County is a diverse county with urban, 
suburban and rural residents. It has a large agricultural 
sector, wealthy homeowners and many low income residents 
with challenges such as food deserts and health disparities. 
This garden has led to collaborative partnerships to effect 
change in our community. The garden currently hosts 20 
families from Burma formerly Myanmar, Nepal, Cameroon, 
and Iraq. An exchange of culture, food, and agricultural 
practices make this community one of a kind. This garden 
is positioned to engage families in Riverdale, College Park, 
Hyattsville, Bladensburg, and other surrounding areas. 
Field of Greens, entering Phase 2 of development, will 
expand to include new families for 2015. We will double the 
number of available family plots, expand the food forest, 
and increase the educational components for participants. 
The youth garden area will be expanded to encompass a 
production area, nutrition education, nature photography, 
and cooking classes. The communal food forest will be 

expanded with our partner, Casey Trees of Washington D.C. 
who planted 39 fruit, nut and shade trees to contribute to the 
urban canopy and assist in rain water retention and the Tree 
ReLeaf grant from Prince George’s County Department of 
the Environment will provide additional trees and shrubs in 
2015.
There is still work to be done and new opportunities for the 1 
acre former empty lot behind the CEP. Future plans include 
harvest and care of the food forest, educational workshops, 
and increased involvement for area youth. Plans to recruit 
University of Maryland students for volunteer work days, 
internships, and experiential learning opportunities are 
currently in the works with the Honors Program and campus 
organizations. The long term vision is to utilize the garden as 
an educational learning lab for the community and University 
of Maryland students. This garden project could not have 
happened without our partnership with VISTA, the support of 
UMD administrators, the Redevelopment Authority and the 
residents of Riverdale. We continue to seek out innovative 
responses to urban issues while staying true to the University 
of Maryland Extension motto, “Solutions in your community.”
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